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PREFACE

On 22 May 1941, the War Department published a new version
of FM 100-6, Operations. This manual superseded a tentative 1939
version. The most recent official edition had been the Field Service
Regulations dated 1923.

The Army of 1941 desperately needed up-to-date doctrinal
guidance. The world was already engulfed in war, and the United
States had begun to mobilize. Thus, the Army was eight times
larger than it had been in 1939. Moreover, it had also embarked on
a modernization program that affected virtually every facet of
military activity.

The 1941 edition of FM 100-5 encapsulates the state of Army
doctrine on the eve of America’s entry inta World War II. This is
the doctrine the Army took into the great Louisiana maneuvers of
1941. Later, it also guided the American soldiers through combat
in places as diverse as New Guinea and Tunisia. Not until June
1944 did a new manual supersede this one.

In 1991, the Army chief of staff directed that a new series of
%ouieiana maneuvers” begin in 1994. Unlike the 1941 exercises,
these will involve computer simulations rather than real troops.
They are intanded to prevent postwar unpreparedness, whereas the
1941 maneuvers were part of a prewar mobilization. Both
maneuvers, however, share the goal of enhancing the Army’s
readiness through the means of simulatad combat. To facilitate an
understanding of the historical context underlying the 1994
maneuvers, the CGSC Press offers this reprint of the field manual
thatserved the Army in 1941.

The 1941 version of FM 100-5 has long been recognized as a
classic piece of doctrine writing, remarkable for its clarity of
concept and prose. It is also a valuable historical artifact,
preserving as it does the doctrinal thought of the Army at a critical
juncture in history.

CHRISTOPHER R. GABEL, Ph.D.
Historian, Combat Studies Institute
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
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WAR DEPAR TMEN’r, ‘
WASHINGTON,May 22, 1941.

FM 100-5, Field Service Regulations, Operations, k pub-
lished for the information and guidance of all concerned.
It contains the doctrines of leading troops in combat and
tactics of the combined arms and constitutes the basis of
instruction of all arms and services for field service. Addi-
tional doctrines pertaining to the defense of coast lines and
landing operations on hostile shores are discussed in other
manuals.

Field Service Regulations will be interpreted in the light of
FM 27-10, Rules of Land Warfare. FM 100-5, Field Service
Regulations, Operations, should be studied ixl connection with
FM 1O(L1O, Field Service Regulations, Administration, and
FM 10W15, Field Service Regulations, Larger Units.

While the fundamental doctrines of combat operations are
neither numerous nor complex, their application is sometimes
difficult. Knowledge of these doctrines and experience in their
application provide all commanders a firm basis for action in
a particular situation. This knowledge and experience enable
the commander to utilize the flexible organization with which
he is provided to group his forces into task units most suitable
for the accomplishment of his mission.

Set rules and methods must be avoided. They limit imagi-
nation and initiative which are so important in the successful
prosecution of war. They provide the enemy a fixed pattern
of operations which he can more easily counter.

It is a function of command to coordinate the tactics and
technique of the various arms and services so as to develop
in the forces employed on a given task the teamwork essential
to success.

[A. (3. 062.11 (1-9-41 ).]
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